PREFACE.

fifteen years ago the writer compiled, largely
from notes of correspondence passing between the
London Head Office and its branch banks, a small
volume entitled " The Country Bankers' Handbook,"
intended for the especial use and guidance of those
for whom it was principally prepared. The fact
that it has since that time had a continuous sale, and
is now in its fifth edition, emboldens the writer to hope
that the present work, which, in its turn, has also been
largely put together from notes of correspondence and
other items of business daily occurring between banks
and their customers and others, may prove of service
to the general public to whom it is addressed. It does
not pretend in any sense to be " legal" or even
" technical," except in so far as it is r * e to translate
what may be included in those exv sions into the
more common and easily understood j ctice of banking.
While it is the writer's earnest desire that the book may
be intelligible to the veriest novice into whose hands it
may come, he trusts that it will also be found of service to